~ ....Now What?’

Living the Christian Life




“Where is the hope? | meet millions of people who
feel demoralized by the decay around us. Where is
the hope? The hope that each of us has is not in
who governs us, or what laws we pass, or what
great things we do as a nation. Our hope is in the
oower of God working through the hearts of
neople; that’s where our hope is in this country;
that’s where our hope is in life.”

- Chuck Colson



~ ....Now What?’

Living the Christian Life




A.Knowing that you are saved.
B.Discipleship/Spiritual Formation
C.Daily devotionals



1.What do you LOVE?
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1.What do you LOVE?
2 Cor. 5:17 “ Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he
is a new creation; the old things passed away;
behold, new things have come.”
* God
* His Word
* His people



2. Do you have Humility?



2. Do you have Humility?
Are you aware of your sinfulness?



3. Is there Obedience?



3. Is there Obedience?
Not perfect, but is there a longing in your
heart to obey God
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4. Facing trials

The single most validating reality in life for your
faith is not some idea in your head;
it is the trials you face.
. James 1:2; Luke 8:6-7,13-14
. Job =2 13:15, “Though He slay me, | will hope in
Him.”
What can your faith survive?
Note: this is not faith within you; faith given to you
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Why aren’t people who come to salvation in
Christ immediately taken into His presence at
the point of salvation?

Matt. 28:19-20 “Go therefore and make
converts disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit; teaching them to observe all that
| have commanded you.”




The church should not be complacent in this
charge. We are not called to benefit from the
grace God gives, accept His salvation, only to
become a cheerleader/spectator for the Pastor
as he attempts to make more converts.
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1. Sacrificial
e Decision to follow Christ; all else takes 2nd
place
2. Relational
* Love is guiding force —John 13:35
3. Transformational
* Become like the Master and do the disciplines
necessary to do so



What is a Disciple?

Focus: following Jesus, learning and living out his
teachings, growing in faith, and guiding others to
do the same. Often outward facing, there is a

strong focus on missional, evangelism and
community building.

Practices: Bible reading and study, sharing faith and
living in Christian community.



What is a Spiritual Formation?

Focus: Being transformed into the likeness of
Christ. It is inward, on how the Spirit shapes a
person over time. It is about practicing holiness,
intimacy with God and spiritual maturity

Practices: Prayer, meditation, fasting, solitude, and
other disciplines that foster transformation.



Tips for consistent personal Bible Study:
* Understand your motivation for doing it
* Choose a Bible translation that works for you

BIBLE TRANSLATION SPECTRUM

NASB ESV KIV NKIJV NAB NIV CW NLT GNT CEV LIVING

WORD FOR WORD THOUGHT FOR THOUGHT PARAPHRASE

INTERLINEAR AMP RSV HCSB NIB TNIV NCV/ICB NIRV MESSAGE




Tips for consistent personal Bible Study:

* Choose a time/place that works for you and try to
stick with it every time; 21 days leads to habit

* Consider using a plan

 Keep your study simple at first
* S —Scripture
* O - Observation
* A - Application
* P-Prayer
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